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INPUT DEVICE, INPUT METHOD AND
RECORDING MEDIUM

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an input device, an input
method, and a recording medium.

BACKGROUND ART

A so-called hand-gesture device is known which deter-
mines an operation instruction from a user based on the
motion of a hand of the user. For example, Patent Literature 1
discloses an input device which synthesizes a user image
picked up by a camera in an operation screen displayed on a
television, and which enables the user to select, for example,
a menu item based on the motion of an object in the operation
screen.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1: Unexamined Japanese Patent Applica-
tion Kokai Publication No. 2010-257093

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

In the case of the input device disclosed in Patent Literature
1, since the size of the operation screen always remains the
same, when the user attempts to give an operation while being
distant from the television, it is not easy for the user to view
the operation screen, and thus it is difficult for the user to give
an operation.

The present invention has been made in view of the above-
explained circumstance, and it is an objective of the present
invention to provide an input device, an input method and a
recording medium which facilitate an operation when the
operation is given in a manner distant from a screen.

Solution to Problem

An input device according to a first aspect of the present
invention includes: an obtainer that obtains information indi-
cating a distance between a display or a camera and an object
picked up by the camera; a display controller that displays, in
adisplay screen of the display, an operation screen with a size
set in accordance with the information obtained by the
obtainer; and a determiner that determines an operation
instruction from the object based on at least one of a motion
of the object and a shape thereof picked up by the camera.

An input method according to a second aspect of the
present invention includes: an obtaining step for obtaining
information indicating a distance between a display or a cam-
era and an object picked up by the camera; a display control-
ling step for displaying, in a display screen of the display, an
operation screen with a size set in accordance with the infor-
mation obtained through the obtaining step; and a determin-
ing step for determining an operation instruction from the
object based on at least one of a motion of the object and a
shape thereof picked up by the camera.

A program according to a third aspect of the present inven-
tion allows a computer to function as: an obtainer that obtains
information indicating a distance between a display or a cam-
era and an object picked up by the camera; a display controller
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that displays, in a display screen of the display, an operation
screen with a size set in accordance with the information
obtained by the obtainer; and a determiner that determines an
operation instruction from the object based on at least one of
a motion of the object and a shape thereof picked up by the
camera.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to the present invention, an operation can be
given easily even if the operation is given in a manner distant
from a screen.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating an input device
according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram of the input device
illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3A is a diagram illustrating how a small operation
screen is displayed in a display screen;

FIG. 3B is a diagram illustrating how a large operation
screen is displayed in a display screen;

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an example command table
having a motion of a hand of a user associated with an opera-
tion command;

FIG. 5A is a diagram illustrating how an image of a hand
picked up at a close range is displayed;

FIG. 5B is a diagram illustrating how an image of a hand
picked up at a long range is displayed;

FIG. 6A is a diagram illustrating a motion of a hand dis-
played in a small operation screen;

FIG. 6B is a diagram illustrating a motion of a hand dis-
played in a large operation screen;

FIG. 7 is a flowchart for explaining an input process
according to an embodiment;

FIG. 8A is a diagram illustrating recognizable directions
when a distance between a hand and a camera is short;

FIG. 8B is a diagram illustrating recognizable directions
when a distance between a hand and a camera is long;

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating how a graphic changes in
synchronization with the motion of a hand; and

FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating how a graphic moves in
synchronization with the motion of a hand.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

An explanation will now be given of an input device 100
according to an embodiment with reference to the accompa-
nying drawings.

The input device 100 has a function of determining an
operation instruction from a user based on the motion of a
hand of the user. An example input device 100 is a personal
computer. FIG. 1 illustrates an external view of the input
device 100. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the input device 100
includes an operating device 110, a camera 120, a display
130, a main body 140, and a sound outputter 150.

The operating device 110 includes input devices like a
keyboard. The operating device 110 accepts an operation
input like a process starting instruction from the user, and
outputs the accepted instruction to the main body 140.

The camera 120 includes, for example, a camera with a
CCD (Charge Coupled Device) image sensor or a camera
with a CMOS (Complementary Metal Oxide Semiconduc-
tor). The camera 120 is disposed at the upper center of the
display 130. The camera 120 is disposed in such a manner as
to pick up images in the facing direction with the display 130.
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Hence, the camera 120 picks up images of the user who
operates the input device 100 and is viewing the display 130.

The display 130 includes a display device like a liquid
crystal display. The display 130 displays various images in
the display screen of the display device. Various images dis-
played by the display 130 include an operation screen. The
“operation screen” is images and the like that will be a user
interface for operating the input device 100 in the display
screen. For example, the operation screen is a window dis-
playing a user himself/herself picked up by the camera 120 or
menu items and the like.

The main body 140 is the main unit of the input device 100.
The main body 140 executes various processes in accordance
with an operation input like a process starting instruction
from the user.

The sound outputter 150 includes a speaker and the like.
The sound outputter 150 outputs sounds and the like in accor-
dance with a process executed by the main body 140.

Next, an explanation will be given of the functional struc-
ture of the main body 140 with reference to FIG. 2. As illus-
trated in FIG. 2, the main body 140 includes an image
memory 141, a memory 142, and a controller 143.

The image memory 141 includes, for example, a video
memory like a RAM (Random Access Memory), and stores
image data output by the camera 120. The image data
includes, for example, image data corresponding to the image
of the user or the like picked up by the camera 120.

The memory 142 includes a memory device like a RAM
and a hard disk. The memory 142 stores various data like
operation screen information 142a and a command table
1425, and the like.

The operation screen information 142a is, for example,
information on the position of the operation screen and the
size thereof. FIG. 3A illustrates, as an operation screen 131,
an operation screen 131a set in a rectangular area occupying
substantially 20% of the display screen. In this case, the
operation screen information 142a on the operation screen
131a is, for example, coordinates (X1, Y1) of a vertex of the
rectangular, and coordinates (X2, Y2) of a vertex on the
diagonal line from the former vertex of the rectangular. The
position of the operation screen and the size thereof can be set
based on the coordinates (X1, Y1) and the coordinates (X2,
Y2). FIG. 3B illustrates, as the operation screen 131, an
operation screen 1315 set in a rectangular area occupying
substantially 80% of the display screen. In this case, the
operation screen information 142a on the operation screen
1315 is, for example, coordinates (X1, Y1) of a vertex of the
rectangular, and coordinates (X3, Y3) of a vertex on the
diagonal line from the former vertex of the rectangular. The
operation screen information 142a is not limited to the coor-
dinates of vertices, but may be coordinates of a weight center
of an area set as the operation screen and a distance between
the weight center and an end of the area.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, the command table 1425 includes
information having “a motion of a hand” of the user and an
“operation command” associated with each other. The
“operation command” is information output to an operating
system or an application software like a music player soft-
ware or the like through an interface between softwares (here-
inafter, referred to as a “software interface”). The operation
command is, for example, information on an operation given
to the operating system, and information on an operation
given to the music player software or the like, such as play,
stop, forward, and skip.

In FIG. 4, an operation command is associated with a
motion of a hand. For example, as information on an opera-
tion to the operating system, “operation start” is associated
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with “quick horizontal motion of a hand”. Moreover, as infor-
mation on an operation to the music player software, “volume
up” is associated with “upward motion of a hand”. Further-
more, “play” is associated with “rightward motion of ahand”.

The controller 143 includes a processor and the like, oper-
ates in accordance with a program stored in the memory 142,
and executes various processes in accordance with an opera-
tion input like a process starting instruction from the user.
When the operating device 110 outputs a process starting
instruction, the controller 143 instructs the camera 120 to start
image pickup. Upon this instruction, the camera 120 sequen-
tially outputs picked-up images to the image memory 141.
The controller 143 controls the display 130 to display various
images.

Moreover, when the operating device 110 outputs a process
starting instruction, the controller 143 executes an application
software like a music player software, and starts an input
process for inputting an operation command to the applica-
tion software through the software interface.

The controller 143 serves as an obtainer 1, a display con-
troller 2, a determiner 3, and an executer 4. The obtainer 1
obtains information on a distance between the display 130
(display device) or the camera 120 and the user (object)
picked up by the camera 120. The camera 120 is disposed at
the upper center of the display 130, and thus it can be thought
that the distance between the display 130 and the user and the
distance between the camera 120 and the user are substan-
tially same. Hence, it is deemed that the obtainer 1 obtains
information on the distance between the display 130 and the
user. For example, as the information on the distance from the
user, the obtainer 1 obtains a ratio R of an area of an image of
a hand relative to the area of the whole image corresponding
to image data. The distance between the display 130 and the
hand of the user picked up by the camera 120 is proportional
to theratio R of the area ofthe image of the hand relative to the
area of the whole image corresponding to the image data. That
is, the larger the ratio R of the area of the image of the hand
relative to the area of the whole image corresponding to the
image data is, the shorter the distance between the display 130
and the hand of the user is.

The display controller 2 displays the operation screen 131
having the size set based on the ratio R obtained by the
obtainer 1 on the display 130. For example, in setting of the
size of the operation screen 131, the display controller 2
detects the distance between the display 130 and the user
based on the ratio R obtained by the obtainer 1. When, for
example, the ratio R of the area of the image of the hand
relative to the area of the whole image corresponding to
image data is 5%, the display controller 2 detects the distance
between the display 130 and the hand which is 3 m. Moreover,
when the ratio R of the area of the image of the hand relative
to the area of the whole image corresponding to the image
data is 10%, the display controller 2 obtains the distance
between the display 130 and the hand which is 1 m.

The display controller 2 increases the operation screen 131
as the distance indicated by the ratio R obtained by the
obtainer 1 becomes large. When, for example, the detected
distance is smaller than a predetermined threshold, the dis-
play controller 2 sets the small operation screen 131a. Con-
versely, when the detected distance is larger than the prede-
termined threshold, the display controller 2 sets the large
operation screen 1315. Data corresponding to the operation
screen 131 set by the display controller 2 is output to the
display 130, and is displayed in the display screen of the
display device.

The display controller 2 obtains image data to be displayed
in the operation screen 131 as latest image data from the
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image memory 141. The display controller 2 processes the
image data obtained in accordance with the size of the opera-
tion screen 131, and sets the operation screen. For example, as
image data of a hand, image data corresponding to an image
within a range where a predetermined width is added to each
of the four sides of the minimum rectangle surrounding the
hand is cut out from the obtained image data. The cut-out
image data is enlarged or scaled-down in accordance with the
size of the operation screen 131, and sets as an image to be
displayed in the operation screen 131 by the display control-
ler 2. Hence, when the operation screen 131a is set as the
operation screen 131, as illustrated in FIG. 5A, the image of
a hand is displayed in the operation screen 131a. Moreover,
when the operation screen 1315 is set as the operation screen
131, as illustrated in FIG. 5B, the image of the hand is dis-
played in the operation screen 1315.

The display controller 2 updates the operation screen 131
as needed. For example, the display controller 2 changes the
operation screen 131 in accordance with the gesture of the
user (at least one of the motion and the shape) picked up by the
camera 120. The display controller 2 cuts out image data of
the hand as needed from the image data, and outputs image
data corresponding to the set image to the display 130,
thereby changing the operation screen 131.

The determiner 3 determines an operation instruction from
the user based on the gesture of the user picked up by the
camera 120. First, the determiner 3 determines whether or not
an image of a human hand is included in the image data. For
example, the memory 142 stores in advance pattern data
extracting the feature of the image of a human hand. The
determiner 3 checks the image data with that pattern data,
thereby determining whether or not an image of a human hand
is included in the image data.

Next, the determiner 3 determines whether or not the ges-
ture of the user picked up by the camera 120 matches the
gesture associated with an operation instruction. For
example, the determiner 3 determines whether or not, as the
gesture of the user, the gesture of the hand of the user picked
up by the camera 120 matches the gesture associated with an
operation instruction. The determiner 3 recognizes, for
example, the motion of the image of the hand in order to
determine the gesture of the hand. In this case, as the weight
center of the hand in the image data, the determiner 3 calcu-
lates an average of the positional coordinates of all pixels
corresponding to the image of the hand in the image data as
needed. When this weight center moves over a predetermined
width in the horizontal direction within a certain time, the
determiner 3 determines that the hand quickly moves in the
horizontal direction. The operation instruction from the
object is determined based on the motion of the hand of the
object picked up by the camera.

Moreover, the determiner 3 may be configured to calculate
a distance between the weight center of the hand and the
center of the image that is an average of the positional coor-
dinates of all pixels in the image data to recognize the motion
of the image of the hand of the user as needed. When, for
example, the calculated distance becomes equal to or larger
than a predetermined threshold, the determiner 3 recognizes
that the hand of the user moves. At this time, as illustrated in
FIG. 6A, when a straight line interconnecting the weight
center of the hand with the center of the image is within a
range from downward oblique left 45 degrees to upward
oblique left 45 degrees, the determiner 3 recognizes that the
hand moves to the left. Moreover, as illustrated in FIG. 6B,
when the straight line interconnecting the weight center of the
hand with the center of the image is within a range from
upward oblique left 45 degrees to upward oblique right 45
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degrees, the determiner 3 determines that the hand moves
upwardly. Likewise, when the straight line interconnecting
the weight center of the hand with the center of the image is
within a range from upward oblique right 45 degrees to down-
ward oblique right 45 degrees, the determiner 3 determines
that the hand moves to the right. When the straight line inter-
connecting the weight center of the hand with the center of the
image is within a range from downward oblique right 45
degrees to downward oblique left 45 degrees, the determiner
3 recognizes that the hand moves downwardly.

When the motion of the hand of the user is recognized in
this manner, the determiner 3 looks up the command table
1424, and determines an operation command corresponding
to the recognized motion of the hand as an operation instruc-
tion from the user. When, for example, recognizing that the
hand quickly moves horizontally, the determiner 3 deter-
mines an operation command “operation start” associated
with “quick horizontal motion of hand” as an operation
instruction from the user. Moreover, when recognizing that
the hand moves to the right, the determiner 3 determines an
operation command “play” associated with “motion of hand
to right” as an operation instruction from the user. Further-
more, when recognizing that the hand moves upwardly, the
determiner 3 determines an operation command “volume up”
associated with “upward motion of hand” as an operation
instruction from the user.

When having determined an operation instruction from the
user, the controller 143 displays, for example, an illustration
ora message on the display 130 as information indicating that
an operation instruction is accepted from the user.

The executor 4 executes a process in accordance with an
operation instruction determined by the determiner 3. The
executor 4 outputs an operation command to the application
software like a music player software through the software
interface. When, for example, the operation command is
“play”, the executor 4 plays predetermined sound data or the
like through the application software like the music player
software. Accordingly, the sound outputter 150 outputs
sounds corresponding to the sound data. Moreover, when the
operation command is “volume up”, the executor 4 increases
the volume through the application software like the music
player software. Hence, the sound outputter 150 increases the
volume of the output sounds.

Next, an explanation will be given of an operation of the
input device 100. An input process will be explained below
with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 7.

The controller 143 obtains latest image data from the
image memory 141 (step S101).

The determiner 3 determines whether or not the image data
contains an image of a human hand (step S102). When no
image of a human hand is contained in the image data (step
S102: NO), the controller 143 returns the process to the step
S101.

When an image of a human hand is contained in the image
data (step S102: YES), the obtainer 1 obtains the ratio R ofthe
area of the image of the hand relative to the area of the whole
image corresponding to the image data (step S103). Next, the
display controller 2 detects a distance between the display
130 and the picked-up hand based on the ratio R of the area of
the image of the hand relative to the area of the whole image
corresponding to the image data obtained by the obtainer 1
(step S104).

Next, the display controller 2 sets the size of the operation
screen based on the detected distance (step S105). The dis-
play controller 2 displays the operation screen 131 having the
size set on the display 130 through the display 130 (step
S106).
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The display controller 2 obtains latest image data from the
image memory 141, and as illustrated in FIG. 5, displays an
image of a hand corresponding to the obtained image data in
the operation screen 131 (step S107).

Next, the determiner 3 recognizes the gesture of the user,
and determines whether or not an operation start is instructed
(step S108).

The controller 143 stands by until an operation start is
instructed (step S108: NO). When the operation start is
instructed (step S108: YES), the controller 143 displays, as
information indicating that the operation start instruction is
accepted from the user, an image indicating the operation start
like an illustration or a message through the display 130 (step
S109).

The determiner 3 stands by until an image of the hand
corresponding to the image data moves (step S110: NO).
When the image of the hand moves (step S110: YES), the
determiner 3 executes a process in accordance with an opera-
tion command associated with the direction in which the
recognized image of the hand has moved (step S111).

According to this embodiment, when the user is in a posi-
tion apart from the input device 100, the input device 100
displays the large operation screen 1315 on the display 130,
and thus the user is capable of surely checking the motion of
the user himselt/herself from an apart position. Hence, the
user is capable of easily operating the application software or
the like while checking the motion of the user himself/herself.

Moreover, when the user is in a position near the input
device 100, the input device 100 displays the small operation
screen 131a on the display 130, and thus the user is capable of
efficiently utilizing the screen while giving an operation to the
application software or the like without being disturbed by the
operation screen 131.

The determiner 3 may determine multiple operation
instructions based on a difference in the gesture of the user
picked up by the camera 120. At this time, the determiner 3
may determine a larger number of the operation instructions
as the distance detected by the display controller 2 becomes
shorter. When, for example, the distance detected by the
display controller 2 is shorter than a predetermined threshold,
as illustrated in FIG. 8A, the determiner 3 divides the opera-
tion screen 131a into eight pieces in a radial manner from the
center of the image, and recognizes the motion of the hand in
eight directions that are vertical and horizontal directions and
oblique directions. Conversely, when the distance detected by
the display controller 2 is longer than the predetermined
threshold, as illustrated in FIG. 8B, the determiner 3 recog-
nizes the motion of the hand in four directions that are vertical
and horizontal directions. Accordingly, when the hand is
located near the camera 120 and it is possible for the camera
120 to capture a fine motion, operation commands associated
with a larger number of motions are determinable. This
enables inputting of a larger number of operations. Moreover,
when the hand is apart from the camera 120 and it is difficult
for the camera 120 to capture a fine motion, operation com-
mands associated with a fewer number of motions may be
determined. This narrows down the target motion of the hand
to be recognized, and thus a false operation input can be
reduced.

Moreover, according to this embodiment, the display con-
troller 2 displays the image of the user picked up by the
camera 120 in the operation screen 131. This makes it pos-
sible for the input device 100 to feed back the motion of the
user himself/herself to the user, and the user becomes able to
input an operation while checking the motion of the user
himself/herself. The image displayed in the operation screen
131 is not limited to the image picked up by the camera 120.
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The display controller 2 may display a figure in the operation
screen 131, and may change the shape of the figure in syn-
chronization with the motion of the hand of the user picked up
by the camera 120. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 9, the
display controller 2 may display eight kinds of arrows corre-
sponding to the moving directions of the image of the hand in
the operation screen 131a. In this case, when, for example, the
hand of the user moves to the upward oblique left, the color or
tone of the upward oblique left arrow may be changed. More-
over, for example, as illustrated in FIG. 10, the display con-
troller 2 may display a black dot instead of the hand of the user
in the operation screen 131a. In this case, when, for example,
the hand of'the user moves to the downward oblique right, the
black dot may be moved to the downward oblique right. In
addition, the black dot may be changed to be a triangle or a
rectangle in accordance with the motion of the hand to feed
back the motion of the user himself/herself to the user. This
allows the user to capture the motion of the user himself/
herself in accordance with a motion of a simplified figure,
which increases the visibility.

Moreover, according to this embodiment, the determiner 3
determines an operation instruction from the user based on
the motion of a hand of the user picked up by the camera 120.
The present invention is not limited to this case, and the
determiner 3 may determine an operation instruction from the
user based on a shape of a hand of the user.

For example, the memory 142 stores pattern data of a shape
of'an opened hand, pattern data of a shape of a grasped hand,
and pattern data of a shape of a hand with only an index finger
and a middle finger raised, and the determiner 3 recognizes
the shape of a hand in image data based on those pieces of
pattern data. Next, the determiner 3 determines, based on the
recognized shape of the hand, a “play” command when the
hand is in an opened shape, a “stop” command when the hand
is in a grasped shape, and a “skip” command when the hand is
in a shape with only the index finger and the middle finger
raised, as an operation instruction. This allows an inputting of
an operation based on the shape of the hand, and thus the
variations of an operation input increase.

The determiner 3 may determine, as a gesture, whether or
not a motion of a portion other than the hand of the user
matches a gesture associated with an operation instruction.
For example, the determiner 3 may determine whether or not
the number of blinking of the user within a certain time
matches a gesture associated with an operation instruction,
and may determine whether or not a motion ofa body matches
a gesture associated with an operation instruction. Example
motions of the body are standing, sitting and putting a hand
up.

Moreover, the display controller 2 detects a distance
between the display 130 and the user based on the ratio R of
the area of the image of the hand relative to the area of the
whole image corresponding to image data obtained by the
obtainer 1, but the display controller 2 may detect the distance
through other techniques. For example, the obtainer 1 recog-
nizes the face of the user in image data, and obtains a distance
between eyes (hereinafter, referred to as “inter-eye distance”)
from the recognized face. At this time, the display controller
2 may detect the distance between the display 130 and the
user based on the inter-eye distance obtained by the obtainer
1. Moreover, when a sensor for measuring a distance like an
infrared sensor or an ultrasound sensor is attached to the
display 130 and the obtainer 1 obtains a measured value by
the sensor for measuring the distance, the display controller 2
may detect the distance between the display 130 and the user
based on the measured value by the distance measuring sen-
sor. Furthermore, the input device 100 may include two cam-
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eras, and the display controller 2 may detect the distance
between the display 130 and the user through, for example, a
trigonometric technique based on a difference in images of
the two cameras obtained by the obtainer 1.

The size of the operation screen 131 retained in the opera-
tion screen information 142a is not limited to two kinds: the
small operation screen 131a; and the large operation screen
13154, and for example, equal to or greater than three opera-
tion screens 131 with different sizes may be stored. Moreover,
the display controller 2 may detect the distance between the
display 130 and the user as needed, and enlarge or scale down
the operation screen 131 in accordance with the detected
distance by, for example, converting the detected distance
into the vertical length of the operation screen 131 or the
horizontal length thereof.

The input device 100 of this embodiment may be realized
by an exclusive system or may be realized by a normal com-
puter system. For example, a program for executing the
above-explained operations stored in a computer-readable
recording medium is distributed, and installed in a computer,
thereby configuring the input device 100 which executes the
above-explained processes. Moreover, such a program may
be stored in a disk device of a server device over a network
like the Internet, and for example, downloaded to a computer.
The above-explained functions may be realized by a coop-
erative work of an OS (operating system) and an application
software. In this case, only portions other than the OS may be
stored in a medium for distribution, and may be, for example,
downloaded to a computer.

Example recording medium applicable for recording the
above-explained program are a USB memory, a flexible disk,
aCD, a DVD, a Blu-ray Disc (registered trademark), an MO,
an SD card, a memory stick (registered trademark), and other
computer-readable recording medium, such as a magnetic
disk, an optical disk, a magneto-optical disk, a semiconductor
memory, or a magnetic tape. Moreover, a recording medium
that is usually stationary in a system or a device is also
applicable like a hard disk or an SSD (solid state drive).

The present invention permits various embodiments and
modifications without departing from the broadest scope and
spirit of the present invention. The above-explained embodi-
ment is to explain the present invention, and is not to limit the
scope and spirit of the present invention. That is, the scope
and spirit of the present invention are defined by the appended
claims rather than the above-explained embodiment. Various
modifications within the claims and equivalent range thereto
of'the present invention are also within the scope and spirit of
the present invention.

A part of or all of the above-explained embodiment can be
described as following additional notes, but the present inven-
tion is not limited to the following additional notes.

(Additional Note 1)

An input device including:

an obtainer that obtains information indicating a distance
between a display or a camera and an object picked up by the
camera,

a display controller that displays, in a display screen of the
display, an operation screen with a size set in accordance with
the information obtained by the obtainer; and

a determiner that determines an operation instruction from
the object based on at least one of a motion of the object and
a shape thereof picked up by the camera.

(Additional Note 2)

The input device recited in Additional Note 1, in which the
display controller changes the operation screen in accordance
with at least one of a motion of the object and a shape thereof
picked up by the camera.
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(Additional Note 3)

The input device recited in Additional Note 1 or 2, in which
the display controller increases the operation screen as the
distance indicated by the information obtained by the
obtainer increases.

(Additional Note 4)

The input device recited in any one of Additional Notes 1 to
3, in which the determiner determines a plurality of operation
instructions based on a difference in at least one of a motion
of'the object and a shape thereof picked up by the camera; and

determines a larger number of operation instructions as the
distance indicated by the information obtained by the
obtainer becomes short.

(Additional Note 5)

The input device recited in any one of Additional Notes 1 to
4, in which the display controller:

displays a figure in the operation screen; and

changes the figure in synchronization with a motion of the
object picked up by the camera.

(Additional Note 6)

The input device recited in any one of Additional Notes 1 to
5, in which:

the display controller detects a distance between the dis-
play or the camera and a hand of the object picked up by the
camera; and

the determiner determines the operation instruction from
the object based on a motion of the hand of the object picked
up by the camera.

(Additional Note 7)

The input device recited in Additional Note 6, in which the
determiner determines the operation instruction from the
object based on a shape of the hand of the object picked up by
the camera.

(Additional Note 8)
An input method including:

an obtaining step for obtaining information indicating a
distance between a display or a camera and an object picked
up by the camera;

adisplay controlling step for displaying, in a display screen
of the display, an operation screen with a size set in accor-
dance with the information obtained through the obtaining
step; and

a determining step for determining an operation instruction
from the object based on at least one of a motion of the object
and a shape thereof picked up by the camera.

(Additional Note 9)

A recording medium storing a program therein that allows
a computer to function as:

an obtainer that obtains information indicating a distance
between a display or a camera and an object picked up by the
camera;

a display controller that displays, in a display screen of the
display, an operation screen with a size setin accordance with
the information obtained by the obtainer; and

a determiner that determines an operation instruction from
the object based on at least one of a motion of the object and
a shape thereof picked up by the camera.

The present invention is based on Japanese Patent Appli-
cation No. 2011-100216 filed on Apr. 27, 2011. The whole
specification, claims, and drawings of Japanese Patent Appli-
cation No. 2011-100216 are herein incorporated in this speci-
fication by reference.
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INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present invention is suitably applicable to an input
device, an input method and a recording medium which input
data based on a gesture of a user.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

1 Obtainer

2 Display controller
3 Determiner

4 Executer

100 Input device

110 Operating device
120 Camera

130 Display

140 Main body

141 Image memory
142 Memory

143 Controller

142a Operation screen information
1425 Command table
150 Sound outputter

What is claimed is:

1. An input device, comprising:

an obtainer comprising one or more processors configured
to obtain an image output by a camera, the image cap-
turing a hand of an object, wherein the obtainer is con-
figured to determine a distance between a display or the
camera and the object by obtaining a ratio of an area of
the hand within the image relative to an area of the whole
image;

a display controller comprising one or more processors
configured to display, in a display screen of the display,
an operation screen with a size set based on the ratio
obtained by the obtainer, and to display a figure in the
operation screen;

a determiner comprising one or more processors config-
ured to determine an operation instruction from the
object based on at least one of a motion of the object
picked up by the camera and a shape of the object picked
up by the camera; and

wherein the display controller is configured to change the
figure in synchronization with the motion of the object
picked up by the camera, and the figure comprises a
plurality of arrows corresponding to moving directions
of the hand of the object.

2. The input device of claim 1, wherein the display con-
troller is configured to change the operation screen based on
the at least one of the motion of the object picked up by the
camera and the shape of the object picked up by the camera.

3. The input device of claim 1, wherein the determiner is
configured to:

determine a plurality of operation instructions based on a
change in the at least one of the motion of the object
picked up by the camera and the shape of the object
picked up by the camera; and

increase the number of the plurality of operation instruc-
tions as the distance indicated by the obtainer decreases.

4. The input device of claim 3, wherein the display con-
troller is configured to increase the operation screen as the
distance indicated by the obtainer increases.

5. The input device of claim 3, wherein the display con-
troller is configured to change a figure displayed on the dis-
play and corresponding to the plurality of operation instruc-
tions as the determined distance becomes shorter.
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6. The input device of claim 1, wherein:

the obtainer is configured to obtain the information indi-
cating the distance between the display and the hand of
the object picked up by the camera; and

the determiner is configured to determine the operation

instruction from the object based on the motion of the
hand of the object picked up by the camera.

7. The input device of claim 6, wherein the determiner is
configured to determine the operation instruction from the
object based on the shape of the hand of the object picked up
by the camera and the motion of the hand of the object picked
up by the camera.

8. The input device of claim 1, wherein the display con-
troller is configured to change the color or tone of one of the
plurality of arrows located in a portion of the operation screen
corresponding to a moving direction of the hand of the object.

9. The input device of claim 1, wherein the figure further
comprises a shape, and the display controller is configured to
move the shape within the operation screen toward one of the
plurality of arrows located in a portion of the operation screen
corresponding to a moving direction of the hand of the object.

10. The input device of claim 1, wherein the determiner is
configured to divide the operation screen into a first number
of pieces when the determined distance is smaller than a
predetermined threshold and to divide the operation screen
into a second number of pieces when the determined distance
is larger than a predetermined threshold, the second number
of pieces being smaller than the first number of pieces,
wherein each of the number of pieces corresponds to a rec-
ognized direction of motion of the hand of the object.

11. An input method, comprising:

obtaining information indicating a distance between a dis-

play or a camera and an object picked up by the camera

by obtaining a ratio of an area of an image of a hand of

the object relative to an area of a whole image corre-

sponding to image data output from the camera;
displaying, in a display screen of the display, an operation

screen with a size set based on the obtained information;
displaying a figure in the operation screen;

determining an operation instruction from the object based

on at least one of a motion of the object picked up by the
camera and a shape of the object picked up by the cam-
era; and

changing the figure in synchronization with the motion of

the object.

12. The input method of claim 11, wherein the figure com-
prises a plurality of arrows corresponding to moving direc-
tions of the hand of the object.

13. The input method of claim 12, comprising changing the
color or tone of one of the plurality of arrows located in a
portion of the operation screen corresponding to a moving
direction of the hand of the object.

14. The input method of claim 12, comprising moving a
shape within the operation screen toward one of the plurality
of arrows displayed in a portion of the operation screen cor-
responding to a moving direction of the hand of the object.

15. The input method of claim 11, comprising dividing the
operation screen into a first number of pieces when the deter-
mined distance is smaller than a predetermined threshold and
dividing the operation screen into a second number of pieces
when the determined distance is larger than a predetermined
threshold, the second number of pieces being smaller than the
first number of pieces, wherein each of the number of pieces
corresponds to arecognized direction of motion of the hand of
the object.
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16. A tangible, non-transitory machine-readable media
comprising stored executable instructions that, when
executed by a processor, cause the processor to:

obtain an image output by a camera, the image capturing a

hand of an object;

determine a distance between a display or the camera and

the object by obtaining a ratio of an area of an image of
a hand of the object relative to an area of the whole
image;

display, in a display screen of the display, an operation

screen with a size set based on the information obtained
by the obtainer;

display a figure in the operation screen;

determine an operation instruction from the object based

on at least one of a motion of the object picked up by the
camera and a shape of the object picked up by the cam-
era; and

change the figure in synchronization with the motion of the

object.

17. The tangible, non-transitory machine-readable media
of claim 16, further comprising executable instructions that,
when executed by the processor, cause the processor to dis-
play a figure in the operation screen and change the figure in
synchronization with the motion of the object.
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